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or at night, but not at each time. At this collation neither meat, fish nor eggs is 
allowed. Butter or cheese allowed. 

Travelers who cannot without difficulty or great inconvenience procure neces- 
sary food are dispensed with from the observance of the law during those journeys 
which are of necessity and in those places where they cannot make arrangements 
for observing the law. 

Laboring persons whose bodily labor is very great and women upon whose sus- 
tenance depends that of their children, are also excepted from the observance of 
the law of fasting, though not of abstinence. 

The pastors are authorized in their different congregations to give such dis- 
pensations as they may, before God, see proper to those persons who are subject 
to their jurisdiction. 

The use of flesh meat is not allowed for the Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday next preceding Easter Sunday. 

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be ever with you. Amen ! 

t EDWARD, Bishop of Cincinnati. 

Mr. Michl Dittoe: 

Will read or show the annexed Pastoral to his Catholic neighbors & 
recommend the observance of its contents. 

We are admonished by our Saviour in the Gospel "to work out our salva- 
tion with fear & trembling," "to do penance or perish for ever," "to judge & 
condemn ourselves now that we [may] not be condemned with the world." 
Therefore "let your light shine before men that they may see your good 
works & glorify your Father who is in heaven." 

Accept my blessing for yourself, yr. family & yr. neighbors. 

■j- Edwd. 

B. C. 
[Address] Mr. Michael Dittoe, 
Union Town, 
near Somerset, P. C, O. 



II. 
AN EARLY PAGE IN THE CATHOLIC HISTORY OF NEW YORK 



If the most interesting phase of American history be, as many writers 
assure us, the international relations of the United States with Europe after 
the War of Independence, then to Catholic hearts in America the next in 
order of interest is the share taken by European Catholics in the support of 
the first American missions. It is almost an untouched field in our history; 
and gratitude would seem to suggest that, in the light of the charities the 
American people, Catholic and non-Catholic, have been pouring lately into 
the afflicted countries of Europe, a more accurate attempt should be made 
to chronicle all that corporate bodies, such as the Leopoldine Association of 
Vienna, the Ludwigsverein of Munich, and the Propagation of the Faith of 
Lyons, accomplished in days when the Church was hampered and handi- 
capped here by an overwhelming poverty. Besides these official societies 
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whose sole purpose and aim was the subsidization of the young American 
missions, there were also individual grants of money, which ought not to be 
lost sight of by those who write the history of our dioceses. Letters exist, 
for example, in the Archiepiscopal Archives of Westminster to show that the 
first and second Lords Baltimore nearly impoverished themselves by their 
constant grants to the missions of Maryland. There is also the generous 
grant of Sir John James, Bart., to the Catholic Church in Pennsylvania, 
which the Rev. Joseph L. J. Kirlin has so well described in the Records of the 
American Catholic Historical Society (Vol. XXVI (March, 1915), pp. 78-88) ; 
and a third example of this individual charity is that of King Charles III of 
Spain towards the building of St. Peter's Church on Barclay street, New 
York City. 

The story of the founding of this church — one of the pioneer congrega- 
tions of the great metropolis — has been told by John Gilmary Shea from the 
original documents which he had copied in the Archives at Alcala de Henares. 
These documents we now reproduce through the courtesy of the learned 
Archivist of the Georgetown Archives, the Rev. Father Devitt, S.J. (They 
will be found in the Shea Collection, No. 38, envelope 13, and are marked 
Archivo general, Estado, leg. No. 3886, 18, Alcald de Henares). 

New York was the capital of the United States at the time and the resi- 
dence of the foreign ministers. At this epoch the French Consul-General 
was Hector St. Jean de Crgvecoeur, and the Spanish Minister Sefior Diego 
de Gardoqui. Their houses were used as places of worship by the Catholics; 
and in 1785, when the "Congregation of New York" decided upon building a 
church, petitions were sent through these two Legations to the King of 
France and the King of Spain. Shea tells us that their appeal to the French 
King seems to have met with no response, active and generous as Mr. de 
Crevecoeur had shown himself. The Petition to King Charles III of Spain, 
dated New York, September 3, 1785, and signed by Jose Ruiz Silva, Henry 
Duffln and James Stewart, was more fortunate. This Petition the Spanish 
Prime Minister, Floridablanca, acknowledged in a letter to Gardoqui, Decem- 
ber 31, 1785 ; and on March 13, 1786, the King instructed Gardoqui to offer in 
his name the sum of 1000 pesos fuertes to the struggling congregation. 
Gardoqui acknowledged the King's command in the following letter to the 
Prime Minister, dated New York, June 18, 1786: 

Exmo. Sefior. Muy Sefior mio: Por la carta No. 4 de 13 Marzo con que me 
honrfi V.E. quedo enterado del auxilio con que la liberal mano de S.M. quiere 
socorrer a la fftbrica que la Congregacion do los Catolicos de esta ciudad estfi cons- 
truyendo, y me manda le suminstre de contado con mil pe3os fuertes efectivos 
para el expresado destine 

Luego que el comisionado principal de dicha Congregacidn que se halla ausente, 
se restituya, dare puntual cumplimineto ft la orden de V.E. procurando si halla 
arbitrio sacar el partido de alguna tribuna 6 sitio distinguido para la Casa del 
Rey en dicho templo, lo que espero aprobarft S.M. 

A su tiempo informare ft V.E. de lo que haya efectuado, entre tanto quedo 
prevenido de que V.E. habra dado el aviso correspondiente al Miniaterio de Indiaa. 
Quedo ft la diapociOn de V.E. pidiendo ft Dios le guarde muchos afios. Nueva 
York, 18 de Junio de 1786. Exmo. Sefior B.L.M.ft V.E. su mas reconocido y 
obediente servidor, Diego de Gardoqui. Rubrica. Exmo, Sefior Conde de Florida- 
blanca. 
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(Translation.) 
Most Excellent and Dear Sir: — 

By the letter No. 4 of March 13, with which your Excellency has honored me, 
I am informed of the assistance with which the liberal hand of His Majesty 
desires to help the building which the congregation of the Catholics of this city 
is constructing, and by which he asks me to furnish in cash a thousand pesos 
fuertes for the said purpose. 

As soon as the principal commissioner of the said congregation, who is now 
absent, returns, I will comply faithfully with your Excellency's order, procur- 
ing if possible the grant of a tribune or place of distinction for the royal house 
in the said church, which I hope His Majesty will approve. 

In due time I will inform your Excellency of what I have achieved; in the 
meantime I know that your Excellency has given due notice to the Ministry of the 
Indies. I remain at your Excellency's order, asking God to guard you for many 
years to come. 

Your Excellency's most grateful and obedient servant, 

Diego db Gabdoqui. 
Most Excellent Count of Floridablanca. 
New York, June 18, 1786. 

The money (a large sum for those days) was paid later in June, 1786, and 
Gardoqui sent to Floridablanca a letter which had been addressed to him by 
the Trustees of St. Peter's (as the church was destined to be called), dated 
June 20, 1786. Accompanying this letter was a formal receipt for the money 
under the same date. The two documents as they are copied from the 
Shea Collection are as follows: 

Carta humilde dedicatoria que en nombre de la Congregacion de los Cat6licos 
Romanos de la Ciudad de Nueva York, presentan sus administradores al Sefior 
Don Diego de Gardoqui, Ministro de S.M. 

La atenciSn y aprecio con que V.E. se ha servido manifestar el interes que 
se toma en protejer nuestra Congregaci6n desde su arribo a este Estado, nos 
impone la precisa obligacifin de dedicar a V.E. las mas sinceras y cordiales gracias, 
y hacerle de nuevo presente cuan esperanzados vivimos en la continuaci6n de los 
favores de V.E. Permftanos V.E. suplicarle que represente a S.M.C. cuan per- 
spicasmente reconocemos el peso de obligaci6n en que nos ha constituido, y el 
grande estfmulo de que servira a nuestra profesion el haberse S.M. tan graeiosa 
y magniflcamente dignado concedernos su Real proteci6n, y el precioso socorro 
que su notoria liberalidad se ha servido envirarnos, medio unico de poder levantar 
la Iglesia de San Pedro en esta ciudad, en la cual, cuando concluida nos tomaremos 
la libertad de erijir una Tribuna en el lugar mas distinguido apropriandola a la 
disposici6n de S.M. 

La infancia en que fluctua nuestra Congregation es indispensablemente la 
causa de que sus fondos esten reducidos a los limites mas estrechos, y esta 
estrechez, de que veamos obligados a recurrir & la liberalidad de los poderosos y 
bien inclinados vasallos de S.M., para concluir la fabrica de nuestra Iglesia; a 
cuyo intento hemos formado un plan (que esperamos merezca la aprobaci6n y 
asentimiento de V.E.) de comisionar un clerigo para pasar a Vera-Cruz y Mexico 
y volver a la via de la Habana. 
Nuestra confianza en estas medias es vivisima pues las juzgamoss el solo 
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medio de poder proseguir nuestra empresa y promover y afiadir respeto y 
credito a nuestra fe y republica. 

Por lo tanto, suplicamos a V.E. con la mayor sumision se sirva favorecer 
este proyecto con su condescendencia y auspicios, pues con ellos estamos Men 
seguros del buen exito, y Uenos de obligaci6n rogaremos ft Dios que la vida de 
S.M. sea eternamente, y la de V.E. muchos afios. 

Nueve York, 20 de Junio, 1786. Domingo Lynch, Gibt. Bourke, Juan Sullivan, 
Andres Morris, Jorge Shea, Dennis McReady, Guillermo Byron, Carlos Naylon. 

(Translation.) 

Letter of humble dedication sent by the administrator in the name of the 
congregation of the Roman Catholics of New York City to Sefior Don Diego de 
Gardoqui, Minister of His Majesty. 

The attention and friendship with which Your Excellency has had the kindness 
to manifest the interest which you take in protecting our congregation since 
your arrival in this State imposes on us the deep obligation of offering to Your 
Excellency our most sincere and cordial thanks, and reminding you once more 
how hopeful we are that Your Excellency continue those favors. Your Excel- 
lency will kindly allow us to beg you to inform His Catholic Majesty how deeply 
obliged we feel to him and how great a stimulus it will be to our faith, since 
His Majesty has so graciously seen fit to grant us his Royal protection, and the 
precious help which his well-known liberality has had the kindness to send us, 
our only means of erecting the Church of St. Peter in this city, in which, when 
finished, we will take the liberty of erecting a tribune in the most distinguished 
place and of reserving it for His Majesty's use. 

The infancy of our congregation is indispensably the reason why its funds are 
so reduced, and the meagreness of our means the cause of our being obliged to 
have recourse to the liberality of the powerful and well-disposed servants of His 
Majesty, in order to complete the erection of our church, to which purpose we 
have devised a plan (which we hope will merit the approval and consent of Your 
Excellency) of appointing a priest to go through Vera Cruz and Mexico City 
and return via Havana. [In order to take up collections there.] 

Our confidence in this measure is very great, for we judge it to be the only 
means of enabling us to continue our enterprise of promoting and adding respect 
and credit to our faith and Republic. 

Therefore we beseech Your Excellency to deign to favor this enterprise with 
your consent and protection, because with them we are sure of success, and in 
all gratitude we will pray to God that the life of His Majesty and that of Your 
Excellency be prolonged for many years to come. 

Domingo Lynch, 
Gibt. Bourke, 
Juan Sullivan, 
Andres Moeris, 
Jorge Shea, 
Dennis McReadt, 
Guillermo Byron, 
Carlos Naylon. 
New York, June 20, 1786. 
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Traducci6n del recibo dado por los administradores de la Congregaci6n de 
Catolicos Romanos de la ciudad de Nueva York por la limosna de mil pesos 
fuertes que S.M. se ha dignado darles. 

Habiendose S.M. Catolica servido dar a la Congregation de Catolicos Romanos 
una muestra de su Real favor y bondad, para erejir el primer templo, nombrado 
San Pedro en esta Ciudad, — Certifloamos nosotros los administradores con la 
mayor gratitud haber recibido del Sefior Don Diego Gardoqui, para dicho fin, la 
suma de mil pesos fuertes; y reconocemos al mismo tiempo la debida obligation 
en que estamos a dicho Sefior Gardoqui por el interes y asistencia que en difer- 
entes ocasiones ha manifestado en cuanto ha conducido a activar y dar fuerza a 
nuestra profesi6n en este Estado. — Nueva York, 20 de Junio, 1786. 

Domingo Lynch, Andres Morris, Jorge Shea, Carlos Naylon, Gibt. Bourke, 
Juan Sullivan, Dennis McReady, Guillermo Byron. 

( Translation. ) 

Translation of the receipt given by the administrators of the Congregation of 
Roman Catholics of the City of New York for the alms of one thousand pesos 
fuertes that His Majesty has deigned to give them. 

His Catholic Majesty having pleased to give to the Congregation of Roman 
Catholics a proof of his royal favor and kindness towards the erection of the 
first church, called St. Peter's, in this city, we, the administrators, certify with 
the highest gratitude that we have received from Sefior Don Diego Gardoqui for 
the said end the sum of one thousand pesos fuertes; at the same time we 
acknowledge the debt of gratitude which we owe to Sefior Gardoqui for the 
interest and assistance which on several occasions he has manifested in all 
matters that have tended to enliven and strengthen our profession in this State. 

Dominic Lynch, 
Andrew Moeeis, 
George Shea, 
Charles Naylon, 
Gilbert Bourke, 
John Sullivan, 
Dennis McReady, 
William Byron. 
New York, June 20, 1786. 

The trustees again addressed themselves to the Spanish Minister on 
October 28, 1786, announcing the early completion of their church and the 
arrangements which had been made to celebrate the first Mass in the church, 
on the King's feast-day, St. Charles Borromeo's Day, November 4, and asking 
him to assist in person with his family. 

This letter, which was sent by Gardoqui to Ploridablanca, is as follows : 

Traduction al Sefior Don Diego de Gardoqui Ministro de la Corte de Espafia. 
La magnifica liberalidad con que S.M. Cat61ica se he dignado conceder, no solo 
su Real protection, sino un precioso socorro a la Congregation CatOliea se ha 
servido tomar en los adelantamientos de su Templo proporciona la dicha en sus 
administradores de reiterar a V.E. en su nombre, y de la CongragaciOn en general 
las imas sinceras gracias; y renovarle el prof undo respeto con que todos los indi- 
viduos invocan el nombre de S.M.C. 
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Para poder dar pruebas de su fiel reconocimiento, carecen de toda expresi6n, y 
el tinico medio que encuetran en su poder es repetir a V.B. otra vez, se sirva 
sefialar el sitio que fuere mas de su agrado en la Iglesia para erejir una tri- 
buna; y al mismo tiempo asegurar a V.E. con verdad, que por mas esfuerzos 
que han hecho en recoger limosnas, no obstante, no ha bastado con mueho para 
completar los deseos que les predominan de verla concluida. 

Sin embargo, como solo anhelan poder manifestar el celoso afan que rige su 
humilde gratitud hacia S.M. Cat61ica, han practicado las mas vivas diligencias 
(y esperan en Dios se cumpliran sus deseos) para abrir la Iglesia el dia se San 
Carlos, y celebrar la primera Misa en honor de S.M. y a este fin suplican a V.E. 
se sirva favorescerles con su asistencia y la de su familia; lo cual no solo servira 
de ttnucho estfmulo sino que abivara el celo de nuestra congragaci6n que aunque 
numerosa se encuentra la mayor parte sin medios para poder concluir la Iglesia. 

Nueva York, 28 Octobre de 1786. Somos con el mayor respeto, Sefior, los mas 
obedientes y humildes servidores de V.E., Domingo Lynch, Gibt. Bourke, Juan 
Sullivan, Carlos Naylon, Andres Morris, Dennis McKeady, Jorge Shea. 

(Translation.) 

Translation for Sefior Don Diego Gardoqui, Minister of the Court of Spain. 

The magnificent liberality with which His Catholic Majesty has seen fit to grant 
not alone his Royal protection, but also the precious succor to the Congregation 
of Catholics which he has seen fit to grant towards the advancement of its church, 
furnishes to his administrators the happiness of offering to Your Excellency in 
their name and that of the Congregation in general their most sincere thanks; 
and to renew the profound respect with which all individually invoke the name 
of His Catholic Majesty. 

They lack the means of expressing and of giving proof of their loyal recogni- 
tion, and the only means which they find in their power is to ask Your Excel- 
lency a second time to please point out the place in the church which you like 
best for the erection of a tribune; and at the same time truly to assure Your 
Excellency that in spite of the many efforts which they have made in collecting 
alms, nevertheless it as not been enough to satisfy the desire which they have 
to see it completed. 

Nevertheless as they only wish to be able to manifest the zealous interest 
which inspires their humble gratitude towards His Catholic Majesty, they have 
exerted themseives to the utmost (and trust in God that their wishes will be 
fulfilled) in order to open the church on St. Charles' day and to celebrate the 
first Mass in honor of His Majesty; and to this end they beg Your Excellency 
to honor us with your presence and with that of your family, which not only 
will serve as a great stimulus but it will also increase the zeal of our Congre- 
gation, the greater part of which, although numerous, has no means of finishing 
the church. 

We are, Sir, with the greatest respect, Your Excellency's most obedient and 
faithful servants, 

Dominic Lynch, 
Gilbert Botjbke, 
John Sullivan, 
Andrew Morbis, 
Dennis McReady, 
George Shea. 

New York, October 28, 1786. 
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Another letter sent by the Minister to Floridablanca, under date of Novem- 
ber 7, 1786, describing the ceremony, which took place on St. Charles' Day, 
is as follows: 

Nueva York, 7 de Noviembre de 1786. 

Deseosa la congregation de los Cat61icos Romanos de esta ciudad de dar a 
S.M. Cat61ica las pruebas maa evidentes de gratitud por la poderosa protection y 
generoso socorro con que la piedad de S.M. se ha dignado distinguira para 
la erection de au nueva Iglesia resolvio adornarla en el modo mas decente, y 
que se celebrare la primera Misa el cuatro del corriente que fue dias de S.M. y 
del Principe de Asturias. 

A este fin, suplieC al Encargado de Negocios Don Diego de Gardoqui que se 
sirviese assistir a esta funciOn con toda, su, familia y no obstante de no haber 
podido concluirla, se verifico; a costo de haberse doblado los trabajos, el que la 
manana de aquel dia se celebrase la primera Misa por su Cura parroco, Mr. 
Nugent, asistido de los Capellanes de las Casas de EspaSa y Francia, a que con- 
curri6 el referido Encangado con toda la familia espanola, habiendole adornado la 
Congregation un sitio distinguido, que se asegura quedara sefialado para los Min- 
istros 6 Dependientes de S.M. en esta Ciudad. 

Fue grande el consuelo de los fieles en esta ocasi6n, y no la malogr6 el Cura 
parroco, porque concluida la Misa hizo un exorto muy cristiano, recordandoles la 
obligation de dar gracias al Todopoderoso, y que pidiesen por la salud y felicidad 
del Rey CatOlico y la Real Famila. 

Concluida la funcion se restituyo el referido Sefior Gardoqui a su casa a 
celebrar aquel plausible dia, y obsequiO con una esplendida comida al Presi- 
dente, a los Miembros, y Secretario del Congreso, al Gobernador del Estado, a los 
Ministros de Negocios Extrangeros, de Guerra, y Junta de Real Hacienda; a los 
Ministroa y Consules Extranjeros y a otras personas de distinciOn. 

Despues de la comida did aquel Encargado los trece brindis aiguientea arre- 
glados [segun] actuates circumstanciaa y constumbres del pais: — 

1°. Por el Rey de Espafia y toda la Real Familia. 

2°. Los Soberanos de la Casa Borb6n. 

3°. Los Estados Unidos de America. 

4°. Los Secretaries de Estado de S.M.C. 

5°. El General Washington. 

6°. El Virrey Conde de Galvez. 

7°. El Conde de Rochambeau. 

8°. Perpetua y estrecha amistad entre S.M. CatOlica y los E. E. TJ. TJ. 

9°. A que el aoldado que honradamente ha vuelto al arado, goce en paz, y 
con abundancia los frutos de la tierra. 

10°. A que los vasallos conozcan siempre el valor de los buenoa aoberanos y 
los amen. 

11°. A que las virtudes y Corona de S.M. Cat61ica asciendan a su mas larga 
posteridad. 

12°. Por la fldelidad de buen Gobierno a todas las Naciones. 
13°. El dia, los que favorecen a celebrarle y la salud, prosperidad y larga 
vida del Augusto Rey CatOlico. 

Los convidados manifestaron la mayor satisfaction y jubilo, y a todo se di6 
fin con el mayor orden. 
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(Translation.) 

New York, November 7, 1786. 

The Roman Catholic Congregation of this city, wishing to give to His Catholic 
Majesty the most evident proof of gratitude for the great protection and gen- 
erous help with which the piety of His Majesty has seen fit to honor it, for the 
erection of its new church, has resolved to adorn it in the most fitting manner 
and also that the first Mass be celebrated the fourth of this month, which is the 
"Saint's Day" of His Majesty and of the Prince of Asturias. 

For this end it besought the CliargS d' Affaires, Don Diego de Gardoqui, to 
attend this ceremony with all his family, and although the church has not been 
finished, by means of doubling the work of construction the ceremony was per- 
formed, and the first Mass was said by the parish priest, Mr. Nugent, assisted 
by the chaplains of the Houses of Spain and France, at which was present the 
said Charge' d'Affaires with all his family. The Congregation assigned him a 
place of distinction, which we are assured will be reserved for the Ministers or 
Representatives of His Majesty in this city. 

Great was the joy of the faithful on this occasion, and the parish priest made 
good use of it, because when the Mass was ended he gave a very Christian 
exhortation, reminding them of their obligation of giving thanks to the Almighty 
and of praying for the health and happiness of the Catholic King and the Royal 
Family. When the ceremony was over, Sefior Gardoqui went back to his home to 
celebrate that memorable day and gave a splendid banquet in honor of the 
President, the members and secretaries of the Congress, the Governor of the 
State, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, of War, of Domestic Affairs, the Minis- 
ters and Foreign Consuls, and other persons of distinction. 

After the banquet the Charge d'affaires gave the following toasts, arranged 
according to the circumstances and customs of the country: 

1. To the King of Spain and the Royal Family. 

2. To the Sovereigns of the House of Bourbon. 

3. To the United States of America. 

4. To the Secretaries of His Catholic Majesty. 

5. To General Washington. 

6. To the Viceroy, Count of Galvez. 

7. To the Count of Rocheambeau. 

8. To a lasting and close friendship between His Catholic Majesty and the 
United States of America. 

9. To the army now honorably returning to the plow, that it may enjoy in 
peace and abundance the fruits of the earth. 

10. That the subjects always recognize the worth of their good Sovereigns 
and love them. 

11. That the virtues and crown of His Catholic Majesty be continued to all 
his descendants. 

12. For the fidelity of good government in all nations. 

13. For the prosperity, health, and long life of the August Catholic King and 
that of the invited guests. 

The guests showed the greatest satisfaction and joy and all ended with the 
best cheer. 
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One last document relating to this event, which deserves the place ol 
honor in the series, remains to be chronicled. It is the letter sent by Dr. 
Carroll (whom Gardoqui styles the "Bishop of this Continent") to the Spanish 
Minister, written at Baltimore, November 14, 1786. Dr. Carroll was only 
Prefect Apostolic at that time, but as he exercised quasi-episcopal jurisdiction 
over the Catholics of America, the Spanish Minister cannot be blamed for 
anticipating what the whole country foresaw would be Propaganda's action: 

Traducci6n de la carta eserita por el Ilmo. Obispo Don Juan Carroll, Obispo 
Catolico de este Continente, al Sefior Don Diego de Gardoqui. 

Sefior: La magnificencia de la Majestad Cat61ica, y los nobles auapieios que 
Be ha dignado conceder a la Iglesia de Nueva York, unida con mi obligaci6n y 
natural afecto, labran la honra que me apropio de rendir e V.E. (como repre- 
sentante de aquel gran Principe), el debido tributo de mi reconocimiento, y si 
no fuere una presuncion demasiadamente osada, me propasaria a suplicar a V.E. 
dirijiese la aincera expreaion de la gratitud y respetuosa veneracifln que les 
domina; porque a decir verdad, el Patrocinio de S.M. Catolica no solo eternizara 
para la posteridad el ejercicio de nuestra religion en el Estado de Nueva York, 
sino que proporciona cimientos para otros estableciinientos de la misma especie. 

Que este gran acto, merecera que el Cielo derrame sua benediciones sobre 
S.M.C., su posterided y Reino, lo espero de las constantes oraciones conque lo 
piden aquelloa que disfrutan el beneflcio de la liberalidad de S.M.; y si a estos 
sentimentos del mas profundo reconocimiento hacia la generosa bondad de S.M. 
se une el vivo recuerdo del medio por quien se ha reeibido el efecto de aquelloa, 
en este caso yo solo suplico a V.E. se persiva que jamas olvidare lo mucho, que 
debo nuestra profesi6n a la activa y poderosa recomendaci6n de V.E. 

La desgracida suerte que easualmente dispuao no recibiera a tiempo el convite 
con que me honr6 esa Congregaci6n para el dia de San Carlos, fue para mi grande 
sentimiento, pues me privo, de la oportunidad de manifestar a V.E. el sumo 
respecto y estimacion con que tengo el honor de ser el mas obediente y humilde 
servidor de V.E. J. Cabboix. 

Baltimore, 14, Nov. 1786. 

( Translation. ) 

Translation of the letter written by the illustrious Bishop Don John Carroll, 
Catholic Bishop of this Continent, to Sefior Don Diego de Gardoqui. 

Sir:— 

The magnificence of His Catholic Majesty and the noble favors which he hag 
seen fit to grant to the church of New York, united with my gratitude and 
natural attachment, cause me to take the honor of offering to Your Excellency 
(as representative of that great Prince) the due tribute of my gratefulness; 
and if it is not too daring a presumption I would go so far as to beg Your 
Excellency to convey the sincerest expression of gratitude and respectful ven- 
eration which dominates them; and, to tell the truth, the gift of His Catholic 
Majesty not only will live in posterity by the exercise of our religion, but will 
be the foundation for other eatablisbmenta of the same nature. 

I hope from the constant prayers of those who enjoy the benefit of the bounty 
of his Majesty that this great act will merit that Heaven pour down its bene- 
dictions on His Catholic Majesty, his posterity and his kingdom; and if to these 



DOCUMENTS 



77 



sentiments of most profound gratitude towards the generous kindness of His 
Majesty be united the vivid remembrance of the person through whom the effect 
of the same has been received, then I humbly beg Your Excellency to be sure that 
I shall never forget how much our faith owes to Your Excellency's active and 
potent recommendation. 

The untoward event which has prevented me from receiving in time the invi- 
tation with which I was honored by the Congregation for St. Charles' Day was 
deeply regretted by me because it deprived me of the opportunity of expressing 
to Your Excellency the great respect and esteem with which I have the honor of 
being the most obedient and humble servant of Your Excellency, 

J. Cabboll. 

Baltimore, November 14, 1786. 



